Throwing Off Asia – Lesson 05

“Old China, New Japan”
Handout 05-C  (Page one of one)
"‘Old China, New Japan’" Photo Essay

What did “old China” and “new Japan” really mean in the popular Japanese opinion molded by the images of wartime woodblock prints? What specifically was “old” or obsolete about China and what was “new” or modern about Japan? How does the information across multiple woodblock prints answer these questions? 

Depending on your group assignment (China or Japan), work together using the Throwing Off Asia lesson five mini-database of woodblock prints, “‘Old China, New Japan’” (PowerPoint), and your completed Handout 05-A or Handout 05-B chart to create a photo essay that answers either question A or B (below). To create your essay, choose the four strongest categories from your Handout 05-A or Handout 05-B chart.

Your photo essay must have the following components:

1.   A thesis statement that states a position on the question and guides the rest of your essay.


2. A paragraph that explains each of the categories that you identified in your Handout 05-A or Handout 05-B chart, followed by a paragraph that provides examples and further information to support the category. Total = four paragraphs.


3. For each paragraph, woodblock prints or sections of woodblock prints that illustrate the point you are trying to make.


4. A concluding paragraph that summarizes your thesis statement and the points you have made.

Question A:  According to repeated themes and patterns of the woodblock prints and the Japanese artists who created them, what did it mean to be Japanese and “new” (modern)?

Question B:  According to repeated themes and patterns of the woodblock prints and the Japanese artists who created them, what did it mean to be Chinese and “old” (backward or obsolete)? Put another way, what was Japan throwing off, as symbolized by China?

