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“Old China, New Japan”
Handout 05-B  (Page one of five)
Patterns in Pictures of Disorder 

You have been assigned to a work group to consider what the idea of “Old China” or “New Japan” actually meant, as represented in Japanese woodblock propaganda that presented the Sino-Japanese War in pictures and informed the Japanese people about this war. 

Repeatedly, across artists and individual woodblock prints, patterns and categories of the ways in which China was presented as old, outmoded, and representative of old-fashioned ways emerge. Similarly, across the woodblocks, patterns and categories of the ways in which Japan was presented as being China’s opposite—what was new and modern in the world—emerge.

Working together as a group and sharing what you see, examine the 25 woodblock prints of the Sino-Japanese War of 1894 to 1895 carefully. Depending on your group assignment (either China or Japan), your task is to identify four woodblock prints that illustrate each category of your chart.

Complete the chart (pages two through five) to record your findings. Provide enough detail so your categories and examples can be understood by another reader.

Note: you may use a woodblock print in more than one category. You are not required to use all of the woodblock prints.
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“Old China”

Historian John Dower, in the “‘Old China, New Japan’” section of Throwing Off Asia II, identifies four ways that China was presented as representing “old” Asia in the Japanese woodblock prints. These categories are listed in the left column of your chart. Identify four prints that illustrate each category.

	Category
	Woodblock example 1
	Woodblock example 2
	Woodblock example 3
	Woodblock example 4

	1. China= 

the “past”


	Name or number:

Details that address category:


	Name or number:

Details that address category:


	Name or number:

Details that address category:


	Name or number:

Details that address category:



	2. China = 

“outmoded traditional values”


	Name or number:

Details that address category:


	Name or number:

Details that address category:


	Name or number:

Details that address category:


	Name or number:

Details that address category:
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	3. China =

“weakness”


	Name or number:

Details that address category:


	Name or number:

Details that address category:


	Name or number:

Details that address category:


	Name or number:

Details that address category:



	4. China =

“evil customs”


	Name or number:

Details that address category:


	Name or number:

Details that address category:


	Name or number:

Details that address category:


	Name or number:

Details that address category:



	5. China = 

the “anti-West”


	Name or number:

Details that address category:


	Name or number:

Details that address category:


	Name or number:

Details that address category:


	Name or number:

Details that address category:
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“New Japan”

In the Core Exhibit of Throwing Off Asia II, historian John Dower identifies several ways that Japan represented "new" Asia. Several of these categories are listed in the left column of your chart. Identify four woodblock prints that illustrate each category.

	Category
	Woodblock example 1
	Woodblock example 2
	Woodblock example 3
	Woodblock example 4

	1. Japan =

“modern technology”


	Name or number:

Details that address category:


	Name or number:

Details that address category:


	Name or number:

Details that address category:


	Name or number:

Details that address category:



	2. Japan = “new customs and values”


	Name or number:

Details that address category:


	Name or number:

Details that address category:


	Name or number:

Details that address category:


	Name or number:

Details that address category:



	3. Japan = 

“enlightened

government”


	Name or number:

Details that address category:


	Name or number:

Details that address category:


	Name or number:

Details that address category:


	Name or number:

Details that address category:
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	4. Japan =

“modern warfare”


	Name or number:

Details that address category:


	Name or number:

Details that address category:


	Name or number:

Details that address category:


	Name or number:

Details that address category:



	5. Japan =

“Asia’s future”


	Name or number:

Details that address category:


	Name or number:

Details that address category:


	Name or number:

Details that address category:


	Name or number:

Details that address category:




