Ground Zero 1945

A Schoolboy’s Story

Introduction to the Testimony of Atomic
Bomb Survivor Akihiro Takahashi

This unit presents the illustrated testimony of Akihiro Takahashi, an A-
bomb survivor in Hiroshima, who was born in that city in 1931 and
miraculously survived the atomic bombing on August 6, 1945 when he
was 14 years old. It took 18 months for Takahashi to regain his health
after that terrible event and two years until he was able to return to
school. Throughout that time he suffered constant fatigue, a common
symptom among A-bomb survivors.

After completing his high-school education he applied for a job in a
local advertising company. Although he was told initially that his
application was successful, the job offer was withdrawn when the
company realized that Takahashi’s right arm was partially disabled as a
result of the bombing. Eventually, he was offered a temporary job at
the Hiroshima City Council, where he later became a full-time worker.
There too, however, he often experienced discrimination by fellow
workers due to his physical disability.
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Takahashi’s injuries were extensive. His right hand was taut and stiff
from keloid scars caused by heat rays from the bomb, so he could not
move his fingers. In 1953, after a skin-graft operation that lasted five
hours, he was finally able to hold a pen again and write properly. But
he still could not bend his right arm more than 120 degrees, an injury
which has remained with him throughout his life. His back too is
permanently covered with keloid scars. Takahashi has also suffered
various illnesses since his exposure to the bomb, including chronic
hepatitis that still plagues him.

Despite his ill health and disabilities, Takahashi has been active in
talking at various public gatherings and to school children about his
experience of the nuclear holocaust. He was one of a number of A-
bomb survivors who spoke about their ordeals at the first Hiroshima
Citizens’ Conference Against Atomic and Hydrogen Bombs, held on May
15, 1954 and attended by over 1,000 people. In 1965 he went to the
Soviet Union, embarking on his first overseas trip as part of his anti-
nuclear campaign.
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While there he talked in six cities, including Irkutsk, where he
addressed 30,000 people in a large sports stadium. In 1983 he spoke
at the UN European Headquarters in Geneva, where a special exhibition
of the atomic bombing of Hiroshima was held. During this trip he visited
the IAEA (International Atomic
Energy Agency) in Vienna

and requested that photos and
other materials concerning the
atomic bombing of Hiroshima
and Nagasaki be placed on
permanent display in the IAEA
building. Not surprisingly, his
request was rejected.

In 1986 Takahashi was invited
to China, where he met Chinese
victims of atrocities committed
by Japanese troops during the
Asia Pacific War, such as the
Nanjing Massacre and the
bombing of Chongqing. These
encounters had a significant impact on him. They made him realize

Akihiro Takahashi giving the
testimony reproduced in this

unit at a conference in
Hiroshima
in March, 2006

Japan’s war responsibility vis-a-vis its Asian neighbors and the
importance of overcoming hatred among former enemies. In 1988
Takahashi visited Sweden, Italy, and the Vatican and met Pope John
Paul II in Rome. In 1990 he attended the International Citizens’
Conference organized by IPPNW (International Physicians for

the Prevention of Nuclear War) in Almaty, Kazakhstan. Semipalatinsk, in
the northeast of Almaty, was a nuclear test site of the former Soviet
Union where 456 nuclear tests were conducted between 1949 and
1989. It is said that more than one-million people were irradiated as a
result of these tests. Takahashi met people from Semipalatinsk who
were suffering from similar illnesses to those suffered by A-bomb
survivors and he formed a friendship and solidarity with them.

Takahashi has traveled to many other countries—including the United
States—to inform people about the horror of nuclear attacks, and his
testimony has been translated not only into English, but also into
French and German. He has also been active in meeting children from
all over Japan visiting Hiroshima on school excursions. On these
occasions he speaks about the importance of building a peaceful
society. In 1991 he was awarded the NHK (Japan Broadcasting
Commission) Broadcasting Cultural Award for his contribution to
promoting peace messages both in Japan and overseas.

In June, 1980, when Takahashi visited Washington D.C. to speak at the
Exhibition of the Atomic Bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki—held in
the Russell Building of the U.S. Senate and organized by the Hiroshima
Youth Association—he met Paul Tibetts, the pilot of the B-29 “Enola
Gay,” from which the atomic bomb, "“Little Boy,” was dropped. The
meeting was arranged by Japanese journalists from Hiroshima. It was
the first time a crew member from the “Enola Gay” met an A-bomb
survivor face to face.
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At the meeting Takahashi said to Tibetts, "I have no intention to
express my anger to you, so please feel at ease. For many years I have
felt a deep hatred of American war leaders, including President Truman,
who made the decision to drop atomic bombs on us, as well as for the
Japanese militarists who initiated the war. But one day I realized that
this hatred could not be erased by another hatred, and that peace could
not be achieved by hatred. I started to think that I must overcome my
hatred, although I knew it would require much courage. We, the A-
bomb survivors, are appealing to the people of the world, irrespective
of nationality and position, never to repeat this mistake with nuclear
weapons. This is the spirit of Hiroshima, and I urge you to work for the
abolition of nuclear weapons.”

Tibetts responded, “I understand your feelings very well. But, if there
was another war and I was ordered to drop an atomic bomb, I would
obey the order again. This is the logic of war and the logic for soldiers.
If war happens, we have no option but to accept orders. We must,
therefore, make sure no wars are started ever again.” Takahashi did
not agree with Tibetts’ argument about the logic of war, but he was
relieved to hear Tibetts’ words “we must make sure no wars are started
ever again.” The meeting lasted about half an hour, throughout which
Tibetts held Takahashi’s right hand. (At the beginning of the meeting,
Tibetts had noticed the keloid scars on Takahashi’s hand and asked if
the scar was due to the bombing, to which Takahashi answered, “Yes."”)

After the meeting the two men corresponded for a while, but Tibetts
stopped replying to Takahashi’s letters when controversy arose
concerning the exhibition of the “"Enola Gay” at the Smithsonian
National Air Space Museum in 1995 and Tibetts made public statements
staunchly justifying the bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki.

In 1979 the then mayor of Hiroshima, Takeshi Araki, wanted to appoint
an A-bomb survivor to become the director of the Hiroshima Peace
Memorial Museum (the so-called A-bomb Museum). Takahashi was
chosen because of his strong and sincere commitment to promoting the
anti-nuclear message and because of his position as a victim of the
atomic bombing. Takahashi was director for four years, during which he
introduced various new programs to help as many people as possible
understand the horrors of the atomic bombing. For example, he
initiated a lending service of the museum’s collection. This enabled
other museums and grass roots peace organizations to borrow displays
such as torn clothes worn by A-bomb victims and roof tiles scorched
and distorted by heat rays, together with written explanations and
photos.
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This lending program remains one of the most popular and important
services that the museum operates, and has been extended to include
overseas exhibitions in the U.S., Korea, Denmark, and many other
countries. Another program that Takahashi introduced as director was
the tape recording of A-bomb survivors’ testimonies, which were then
made available for visitors to the museum. This program later
developed into an audio visual service, and some of the testimonies are
now available with English translation.

During the last few years Takahashi has had to spend a few months
each year in the hospital due to his complicated illness, and it has
become difficult for him to travel overseas. He is still, however, eager
to speak about his experience at any opportunity, in Hiroshima or in
other parts of Japan. He is possibly the best-known living witness to
the nuclear holocaust.

The pictures illustrating Takahashi’s experience were drawn by Mr. Goro
Shikoku. Shikoku is a local amateur painter, although many people
consider his paintings to be of professional quaility. Born in Hiroshima
in 1924, he is self-taught, having enjoyed painting since childhood.
Before being drafted into the army and sent to Manchuria in 1944, he
worked at an army uniform textile factory in Hiroshima. He was
captured by the Russian army at the end of the war and sent to Siberia
to do hard labor for more than three years. On his return in 1949 he
found that many of his friends and relatives—including one of his
brothers—had been killed by the atomic bomb. He was also shocked by
the physical condition of A-bomb survivors and started painting to
convey an anti-nuclear and peace message while working at the city
council. During the next fifty years he produced many moving paintings,
the “mother and child” theme being his most common. In addition, he
produced posters and pamphlets for the anti-nuclear and anti-war
campaign, as well as the cover art for books on nuclear issues. In 1999
a limited edition of a two-volume publication of his artwork was
published by a group of friends and supporters. He still lives in
Hiroshima [as of this writing in 2007], but does not paint any longer.

Yuki Tanaka
Hiroshima Peace Institute
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Ground Zero 1945 A Schoolboy’s Story

A First-hand Account by Akihiro Takahashi ¢ lllustrated by Goro Shikoku

The Bomb
Hell on Earth
Fire & Black Rain

Going Home
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“Go, go soldiers go!” This phrase appeared in a
textbook I read as an elementary school child...
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Chapter One: The Bomb

(1) Japan was at war for 15 years. The Manchurian
Incident occurred on September 18th, 1931. This
incident is considered the preliminary skirmish of
the Second Sino-Japanese War as it clearly led to
the start of that war on July 7th, 1937. This series
of battles expanded to become the Pacific War,
which began with Pearl Harbor on December 8th,
1941.

Japan conducted a war of aggression against
China and other Asian nations. We colonized the
Korean Peninsula for 36 years. Japan made a
terrible mistake.

“Go, go soldiers go!” This phrase appeared in a
textbook | read as an elementary school child.
During the war, we received militaristic education
using such textbooks.
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On the left is the uniform of an airplane pilot.
They looked very sharp to us at the time...
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(2) Most junior high school boys in those days
assumed that they would join the military when they
grew up. | myself was eager to enlist in the Boy’s
Naval Air Force headquartered in Kasumigaura in
Ibaraki Prefecture.

At the center of this slide is the summer uniform of
that school consisting of white cap, white jacket with
seven buttons, and white trousers. On the left is the
uniform of an airplane pilot. They looked very sharp
to us at the time. Our school teachers told us that
becoming airmen of the Naval Air Force was
admirable and marching into the enemy’s territory to
kill as many enemy soldiers as possible was right
and necessary for Japan to win the war—and we
believed them.

However, Japan lost the war. That was when we
realized how wrong militarism was. We learned that
Japan caused our Asian neighbors great suffering
and sorrow. | therefore believe that basic
responsibility for the war lies with the Japanese
government because the Japanese government
started the war... at the same time, however, |,
myself, deeply repent the war. | am sorry as a
Japanese who lived through the war, even though |
was only a boy at the time. | was taught that killing
people was the right thing to do, and | believed it.
Now, despite that training, | think such ideas are
totally wrong. | deeply repent my earlier belief.
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Rather than studying we performed demolition
. work, removing the houses of ordinary citizens...
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(3) During the war, junior high school students and
girls in girls' schools were mobilized. Rather than
studying, we performed demolition work removing
the houses of ordinary citizens by order of the
government. This demolition work was done to
create vacant areas as firebreaks in anticipation of
air raids by the United States. In case of
emergency, we could escape the fire there.
Residents of the demolished houses had no
choice but to give up their houses and evacuate to
the countryside where relatives or acquaintances
lived. They were forcibly evicted by government
order.

Testimony of Akihiro Takahashi Page 11 of 77
lllustrations by Goro Shikoku

English translation by Yuki Tanaka
Courtesy of Hiroshima Peace Institute

Massachusetts Institute of Technology
© 2018 Visualizing Cultures



Feeling safe, we went out onto the playground
= and waited for morning assembly to begin...
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(4) Just before the A-bomb was dropped on
August 6th, an air-raid warning and a subsequent
caution had been cleared. Feeling safe, we went
out onto the playground and waited for morning
assembly to begin. There were about 150 students
on the playground, including about 60 of my
classmates. We then saw a U.S. B-29 bomber
approaching, even though the warnings had been
already cleared. We never dreamt that this plane
was carrying an atomic bomb.
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In Hiroshima, the sky was perfectly clear that
o b morning. The B-29 flew just above us...
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Unable to see an inch ahead of me, I had
no idea what had happened...
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We were blown away...
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I recovered consciousness when the smoke
that had covered the playground lifted...

-
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LIES < oo T RE—SHOENER T, B Chapter Two: Hell on Earth
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Every house and building that had once
stood around the school had collapsed...
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“Oh no, Hiroshima has disappeared,”]
X thought. Then I looked at my own body...

\‘1'. \
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(10) | gazed into the distance but saw no houses—
all had disappeared except for a few concrete
buildings. “Oh no, Hiroshima has disappeared,” |
thought. Then | looked at my own body. My school
uniform had been burned and torn to tatters. At the
moment of the A-bomb flash in the sky, my uniform
had spontaneously caught fire and burned to
tatters. The blast peeled the skin right off the back
of my head and down to my back, arms, hands,
and legs. | could see my own red flesh exposed
between tatters of skin burned by the heat ray.
Recognizing that my state must be similar to the
many other students lying around me, | was seized
momentarily by panic.
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“Flee to a river in case of an air raid.” This
is what I remembered being told...
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I turned around and saw my friend, Tatsuya

Yamamoto. He was calling me...
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calling my name from behind. 'Hey,

Takahashi, Takahashi, wait for me, wait for me." |
turned around and saw my friend, Tatsuya
Yamamoto. He was calling me. We were in the
same class, and | used to go to school with him
every day.
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He was crying, “Mom, help me, help.” He just

b kept crying. I told him, “Stop crying...”
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(13) He was crying, “Mom, help me, help.” He
just kept crying. | told him, “Stop crying. Crying is
no use. Get moving instead or we could be in
terrible trouble. We have to get out of here now.”
| scolded him sometimes and encouraged him at
other times. | stayed with him and pulled him
along.

During the war we wore what we called a
“‘combat cap.” Where the cap covered it, we still
had some hair, but the heat ray burnt away the
hair that was not covered by the cap. The
exposed spots were bald. The cap was, of
course, blown off.
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Everyone was fleeing, but dragging their bare

feet... It looked like a procession of ghosts.
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SRILOBIRENTH Z L TOERIFTWE U, (14) A great number of bombed people were

HABTEEETIICRS—AE RS TIFTWE ' |  fleeing in long lines. They all held their arms out
Fo EE2ENDLSICENHINT, BEMS
RE5TH>TVWEY, KIRB/ROMRO, AR
DABWNWD, EHRHNTHRENTEHUIC
B2 TW3, HAABERE. BZ5IZI DEH
< L/T(:O

4 ¢ in front of them, their shredded skin dangling from
their fingertips. Their clothes were all tattered.
Some were almost naked—their skin had peeled
off and red flesh was exposed. Everyone was
fleeing, but dragging their bare feet, staggering
along. It looked like a procession of ghosts.
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This boy was covered with broken glass

D pieces from the waist up...

>
Testimony of Akihiro Takahashi Page 34 of 77
lllustrations by Goro Shikoku
English translation by Yuki Tanaka Massachusetts Institute of Technology

Courtesy of Hiroshima Peace Institute © 2018 Visualizing Cultures



ZOFHDOFIC, KEVOEWHEEZ (T AL (15) Many in the procession had been hideously

N \ ) s S 21 injured. This boy was covered with broken glass
RILWELTco COBDADEFEEHT R, / pieces from the waist up—these glass pieces

5_ To I, ﬁu\iti\%iﬁ?\?\b\_ hi\}ﬂ_(*ﬁ/z were probably window glass shattered into
ITI|S *L%)\\bb"é?',o \\% LTRRICIES TS “a fragments and scattered by the blast. | could see
A DR MER TROE > TE T, ABDMEIC 4 a few such glass fragments in my own body in
BULWADEWSHEETY, TADEICTHED . “ - several places, including my waist and both arms.
BPrHEFICAZADERNEE > TWER U ., P
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The man on the left had been so badly burned

b that his skin was peeling from his entire back...
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EAOEBODENAROEL. ©@BMmMES ITOLH (16) One woman was covered in blood with one of

PnELTe, CHIBIRAIC S SEETT . P the blact. The man o the Iaf had beon o badly
=]} A4 Mz L ’ .

b?? CERIOR liwt:k%\\‘%ﬁ\%‘ J_::If%@&; : burned above the waist that his skin was peeling

ML 22> EDNTHRINTEHUICE > T ’ v g from his entire back exposing burned red flesh.

FRENTWE U, ’
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There were many dead bodies. Among them I
saw a hideously damaged woman's body...
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RN ON T BN > TWEUTe FDHIC (17) There were many dead bodies. Among them |
&, REEHD IR L THIEICH TWB E WS KE v mermmy saw a hideously damaged woman's body. Her

Eig o2 — , _ ruptured internal organs were pouring out onto the
ig%i%g%ﬁ:% HDELTc. INBIERIC ground. This had also been caused by the blast.
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The baby was shrieking. He was still alive. But
we were just boys. We couldn’t do anything...
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BEEBONILTZDANDFIZICHKRAEDEED 5 (18) I also saw a baby lying beside a woman who

CWEL. ZALE2EORAELALHD [ Soriouely burnac. Most of ther sk had peeled

SNTHRIFZO S L/r(’: LT, }EH T‘:T‘—t\n?\'\ g ! down to red flesh. The baby was shrieking. He

ibto i:ﬁhigg&) y :\:;;i;;%;\;v_ 4 ol ' was still alive. But we were just boys. We couldn’t
v—1 & o KM W>cZ : U s do anything for the baby.

ETI, UL, FHRHOILBICIEES TS 7

EbTEFEFATUR
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The entire scene was horrible. Words can
never describe such horrible sights.
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(19) A horse lay dead with its neck in a trough
and its skin peeled from most of its body,

ENSBOREHNSNT, REEOEHLIT _
;ﬁTizﬁf?f@%aﬁ%Tg&;giﬁ . exposing red flesh. The entire scene was horrible.
Co cL 7T 5 M CIo SXRICTT Words can never describe such horrible sights.

IE. ETHEVWRDERWBIEILSHRTUL
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It was impossible to walk normally. We

desperately climbed over the wreckage...
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F5LWHSE 5 LWRRZBDRIIC ULAGA _ Chapter Three: Fire & Black Rain

5. FAfcsE—EBmllicmh > TRIFTITE (20) With such dreadful sights in front of us, we ran
Xllo UMUL. RELRBELISIIRICED S for our lives towards the river. The wreckage of
INEREWSNERIE, @E3EHhA N TULE->TL b houses destroyed by the blqst blocked every alley
%, BETEINEREDOREBED/NEDS Z (T e \ _from thg main street to the riverbank. It was
BLWHI>TWEDITTT, TIHS, NE%z ‘7’2‘?@;‘3‘.‘ \ ‘ impossible to walk normally. We desperately

° P B 4 climbed over the wreckage of the houses—

[E ) = 3 ~ > TS S . S

ﬂfk’\—tnl’:’_ﬂ\tﬂ% <& Lizgtﬂ‘\'% MIBHT 3 = crawling on all fours—and finally reached the
KEDEBD EZUDAEWVNCE>TP2ED : AN :r’;\ 4 riverside.
BWTHIEANEF UL \ 73 7
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Fire suddenly broke out in the wreckage of
the houses we had just crossed...
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NEARB®ER,. REDEENS—FICADF
BDENDFE Ul EAEAEAEABRZILED

%0 RWAHENIKRELEFZILTCT, BL&OEKX
AT EES5BBVWTKICAEAN> TRE L
2%, KEWMh ez, STHLLLERT
WEITH. ZORIE. EFVW—HE AKDHME
[CHBZENTEX U, REENEDI S E
BoTWET, 2OAKIF, BETEINLR
EDEREIC. EZETH > BB OEE THRAIC
KD DE, ROHBICH > THDOEHZEDM
ASDDKD, —fElcih> TAKES ISR U
fcEWSZETY, INZEERANKLEENE

I, REDEED THE TR > TEIFEHEERZW
AEBNRILWE Ulfco —APZADATIEE
S5TBIEHTERVN, ZDO5BCANEDL-
T %, THEICR>Tc N2 BIsT TS
SEEFEMN ST FOWSKEHAIRILWE

9, BOHHIS 2 kmBIAD, RKEREZZH
TRZABDMEIRNTRIREZETWEFT U

(21) As soon as we reached the riverside, fire
suddenly broke out in the wreckage of the houses
we had just crossed. The fire was spreading
rapidly and a tall column of flame rose to the sky
with a loud sound and blast—Ilike a volcano
erupting. Even now, | can clearly remember how
frightened | was. We were very fortunate to escape
that fire. The fire was caused by the wreckage of
houses destroyed by the bomb blast spontaneously
catching fire due to the heat rays that flashed for a
second in the sky. Fires for cooking breakfast
escaped and combined with this fire. That fire was
what is called a “super high-temperature fire.”
Many were trapped beneath destroyed houses with
no hope of help reaching them. One or two people
could do nothing to save them. The spreading fire
quickly reached them, and many survivors had no
choice but to flee leaving beloved, living family
members beneath the rubble to perish in the fire.
Within two kilometers from the hypocenter, the fire
burned everything combustible including all
wooden houses.
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We saw a small bridge that had miraculously

E — 4 . — remained intact after the blast...
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EVWHEIERICEENIRESRLE . INSHADE (22) Crawling down to the riverside, we saw a

N < 2N \ -z ' =| small bridge that had miraculously remained intact
;ﬁﬁ;%gigﬁ; gﬁfi;ti Lice <@ — 4 R after the blast. That bridge saved our lives.
= (= ap M Co 2 ‘_ _ o -:
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I crossed the bridge and suddenly realized that
my friend Yamamoto was no longer with me...

Testimony of Akihiro Takahashi
lllustrations by Goro Shikoku
English translation by Yuki Tanaka
Courtesy of Hiroshima Peace Institute © 2018 Visualizing Cultures

Page 50 of 77

Massachusetts Institute of Technology



BEE-STHSEANTEX Uk, FOR., K& (23) | crossed the bridge to the other side and

DUREBIEBENMISN TGRS B> TVWERL . = sudldenly re_e:lr:zed trl]_att my f][iencli Yamamo(tjo Iwas
S — p B [— no longer with me. Later, after | recovered,

feo BE T\) ADTTRUCT S —?‘ 1&0)3'_&%(,(_%5_[ heard ?rom his mother that he had been taken to

SE Ul BIWSTCARFSHBAICEEET his home by a kind stranger, but died six weeks

NTIEF->THE5>#F5TY, LML THA later on September 16 from acute radiation

F#ZDOHB 1 6HIC. BMEMEEERICHD - poisoning. | crossed the bridge and got to the

TELB57Z5TT, BIFTDE, —ATHE other side alone.

ZES> CHES>ENTEX U,

& LN ;7 S e LT
{(, /% ,/H,--’ < .'./Pg{"AV. (P
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My body was getting unbearably hot so I
\ entered the river and soaked in the water...
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TlFESBW, XD RT, JIIDKDHIC
 MZBEDIC
BWFADIRIC & > T $%Lmﬁ5ﬁ$<\
JNDRICHIEEGRE
ﬁﬁ#thiéTEE%M®$DE%%Tb
fco FERUELSIEZDITTWVWBALAIR

DD XU, BleWIDKIE

FEDLS>TULI, LML

WX UTco EDARBEDE DD IKZER
A ZOERFMSNTIHATHWET U,
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(24) The opposite bank was three kilometers from
the hypocenter. Luckily there was no fire over
there. “I made it, ” | thought to myself. Then | let
go. Tears welled up in my eyes for the first time
and | couldn’t hold them back. At the same time, |
felt that my body was getting hot—unbearably hot
—so | entered the river and soaked in the water.
The cold water felt so good on my burning hot
body. It was like a treasure. In reality, however,
floating dead bodies filled the river. It looked like
hell on earth. Thousands of people were soaking
their bodies like | was. Many drank river water,
then were carried away to their deaths.
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Suddenly, large black drops of rain began
_ falling. This was what we called “black rain.”

> WWNMU- 3

S
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DS EAR> T, IO R=FEBELUTESH (25) Soon, | came out of the river and went to a
EEOHERAG o T, Wl AR R T el Sl e of oo brouan
\/z"?b\i L’f‘:f }Rmo)?}iﬁ%h‘ﬁ@%@ LT, treatment and rested. A number of bombed
7':'%0_2’”'5%?1% STWELT, 2 ’\\\\ Fo& victims were waiting in line for treatment.
WRKHDMIFE->TEE U, Ihd Wbk 3 Suddenly, large black drops of rain began falling.
T2V T9Y, This was what we called “black rain.”
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I gazed at the rain and wondered if black rain
had ever fallen before on this Earth.

e

Testimony of Akihiro Takahashi Page 56 of 77
lllustrations by Goro Shikoku
English translation by Yuki Tanaka Massachusetts Institute of Technology

Courtesy of Hiroshima Peace Institute © 2018 Visualizing Cultures



FTEEWRR) EWS DL, BETIMENKITEL (26) Black rain was formed when the dust sent to

EMD. ZOBREBRATRORICESENTELARD the sky by the blast mixed with rain. This black
rain contained radiation. Some who were directly

£ HH%““\ MORIC Lim%j’%’?@?:%‘n—( W exposed to that rain later suffered from radiation
9, TINSE, TOMEERRFICHV D LMK sickness. Luckily, | was in a tent so | was not
FHROFZENHTEADBWVWET, FAlFTV bk exposed to the rain. Looking at the first black rain
DRICWELENS, FEWICH ZDWMZEITA | had seen in my life, it all felt so strange. | gazed
OFICTHELE. U L. IO TEBEN at the rain and wondered if black rain had ever
Wo [COMICRELTEVTRBATHIALR fallen before on this Earth.

55071 ERBELBIFETUILS KMz
HT L\i L/Ti:o
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I waited until it stopped raining and
started walking home by myself...

)
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WP L DZRF>T. —ATEHEICAIN > TH
THOFLU. UD L. ERDNSBEEXTO6Km
BLEEWSRWEDD %, KXEEE>T-—A
DILEN, REEUTBATHEWTRB ZENT
EENR?EVNSARLZIEERNSHZROD
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Chapter Four: Going Home

(27) | waited until it stopped raining and started
walking home by myself. | was worried,
however, wondering whether | could walk the
more than six kilometers to my house after
suffering such severe burns.
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After walking for a while, I heard
AR somebody calling my name again...
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LIFs<iT< &, £EMDEZFIZEREINT

%, T®—\\. =E. 5F. BRI TEN
TRE->T< Nz . SHETFEEHITTHIITERK
HBENUC, BirDIES5ZBXxT &, Ind
BUHMNS—EIcEHBZEL W, ALY 2
ZADN\BIE > EfERBBEE WS RENST

Fo>TWE LT, BOFEZLKRETRT & BE
NMARDERDOEND NTHEENDEHUIC
RoTEEITENT Wz, HF5EIHHD x
HFho TEDKSICUTIZETEEZDON? ]
CEZEFUR. BASHADBEEICEETH
55T, TOBANEBEWTWLWHINIZZEFSTY,
LIS o TRDBD D -7, RUETHS
BOREIUIZRADKETY, HIFRWREEE
DESICULTEIF LS ERWKAE Uz, FA
FFSWOREZRIETT. —ALLITFMNBEEIC
IZFERICIEFETHERDEBEATURE, BAED
B Tw35 B>k, ULMU. BIlFBAEN
RYUESRWV, REFDEWVWETHEEVFTL &£
S, BOEIEF. BOERLUNIHEDYIDE
HEREHVOEL LGN o Tz, FAFEZICEZ T,
WEBTZAEEPEZDBWDEF UL,

(28) After walking for a while, | heard somebody
calling my name again. “Takahashi, Takahashi,
take me home with you.” It was a moaning
request for help. | looked in the direction of the
moan and found a classmate, Tokujiro Hatta,
crouching by the roadside. We were from the
same town and went to the same school together
everyday. | looked at his body. The skin had
peeled off the soles of both his feet and | could
see the burned red flesh inside. It was impossible
for Hatta to walk. | said, “How did you get here?”
He said that a kind stranger had carried him on a
bicycle and left him there.

| was worried about whether | could find a way to
help him. He was my classmate from the same
town, so | did not want to go home myself and
leave him behind. | wanted to help him some way
or another but couldn't find a way of to do it. In
the midst of misfortune, he was fortunate to have
no severe gashes or burns except for the soles of
his feet. | finally thought of two ideas to help him.
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D This way his feet did not touch the ground.
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ZO—lF. BOWMFLEHMEDREAEFE>T. K (29) One was for him to crawl on his hands and
DD LS ICUOAEWNCEIBE Uiz, 257 ' ]  knees like a cat or dog. This way his feet did not
NIZEDENWEIC DN T ICHHET . touch the ground.

Testimony of Akihiro Takahashi Page 63 of 77
lllustrations by Goro Shikoku
English translation by Yuki Tanaka Massachusetts Institute of Technology

Courtesy of Hiroshima Peace Institute © 2018 Visualizing Cultures



We traveled very slowly towards home
K much slower than a snail's pace...
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H5—2lF. ROMEDMIIE TILf=E, FAD
RDEZZZ TP > THIICEA TR, 2D
DOHEERDRUAENS, o< DHrp>5<

D, FDOHEHEDE > EEL, FAfzBIZBhIT

Ao THEICEIMWE Ufce TARAEILL
BUENAREE, STREREGNSBOULUTWE
3—0

(30) The other idea was for him to walk on the
backs of his heels with me supporting him from
behind. By traveling in these two ways
alternatively, we traveled very slowly towards home
much slower than a snail's pace. It now comes as
a surprise that | could think of such ideas.
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I happened to turn around, and there were my
granduncle and grandaunt approaching...
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(31) Walking in that unique way exhausted us, so
we rested by the roadside. | happened to turn
around, and there were my granduncle and
grandaunt approaching. | was overjoyed to see
them and called out at the top of my voice. They
were very surprised. They never expected to find
me in such a place. They were on their way
home from the country where they had been
attending a memorial service for their relatives.
We were extremely lucky they happened to come
by.
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Without their help, I'm sure we would
b have died along the way...
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FAF AR OERICEARIETN. NHAEITAM (32) My granduncle carried me on his back, my

OEHICHASEN, TENOETIL T e e o o o
thpdce 7?\'?‘% & br‘:{ bLC (? = %kﬂﬁt their help, I'm sure we would have died along the
RiBICBIF SN o7cs, BE5<ZAED G way and | would have had no chance to talk to
BRTENTIHATWEITEWRWL, 2DLDS . you as | am now.

IC. ARESTXDOHICHFEZ I DAEEH > eh N\

HUhEEA,
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R I finally reached home on a stretcher...

Z
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B THEINEEE NS EDEBATEEL (33) My friend and | finally reached home on a

fo COBBCERESNTHEEICIRZZ ENT stretcher that my grandfather brought.
=X U7,
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After I got home, my mother cut off
my clothes with scissors...

Z THIT
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(34) After | got home, my mother cut off my clothes
with scissors to undress me without the pain |
would have experienced if my clothes had brushed
against my hands and legs where red flesh was
exposed. She dressed me in a new yukata, a light
cotton kimono. | later heard that my friend Hatta
had died from acute radiation poisoning on August
8th—two days after the bombing.

———
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With the city virtually destroyed, we had no
\ doctors, nurses, medicines, or food...
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(35) For one and a half years | received treatment
for my burns. Fortunately, one of our
acquaintances was a doctor and he visited my
house twice a day—morning and evening. This
doctor, however, was an “ENT” doctor—ear, nose,
and throat. Such doctors did not normally treat
burns—that would be a surgeon or dermatologist.
However, we couldn't ask for more because, with
the city virtually destroyed, we had no doctors,
nurses, medicines, or food available to us. It is
estimated that about 300 doctors and 1,800 nurses
were in Hiroshima City before the atomic bombing.
More than 70 percent were killed by the bombing. |
was very lucky to receive treatment from a doctor,
regardless of his specialty, because a great
number of victims never got any treatment. In this
way, | managed to survive—I| was extremely
fortunate.

However, treatment was a painful ordeal. The
burns were covered with gauze bandages smeared
with medicine. Each day, the doctor came to
remove the bandages. Since the summer heat
completely dried the gauze, it stuck to the wound. |
couldn't stand the extreme pain | felt when it was
pulled off. Blood and pus spouted from the affected
area. | clearly remember wailing, “Ow! Ow! It hurts!
Stop!” My grandfather washed the blood and pus
from the gauze just removed, sterilized it in boiling
water, dried it, and used it the next day. No better
treatment was available in postwar Japan due to
the scarcity of goods.
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I sometimes wonder why I have to continue
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N to live while suffering this much...
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(36) Although | have survived, since 1971 | have
suffered from chronic hepatitis thought to have
been caused by radiation. | have been hospitalized
14 times, and currently | receive injections three or
four times a week. | suffer from many diseases. |
now receive every kind of treatment except those
related to obstetrics, gynecology, pediatrics, and
psychiatry. Every day I'm anxious and painfully
aware of my difficulties and the pains involved with
living. In despair, | sometimes wonder why | have
to continue to live while suffering this much.
Whenever | yield to despair, however, | encourage
myself by saying that | managed to survive the
bombing so | should continue to live. This is how |
have lived thus far.
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