




 

Water gate through which British forces walked, the first to reach the legations.
Source: Library of Congress
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“The Site of the British Legation at Peking; Driving the Troops of Fung Fu Hsiang
[Dong Fuxiang] From the Hanlin Yuan.

The Imperial troops were driven from the Hall of the Hanlin Yuan, or National
Academy, by a sortie made by a small party of defenders of the British legation—

British and American. The Hanlin Yuan had the night before been reconnoitred by the
British. The officer in command of the reconnoitring party was probably the first

European to enter this home of Chinese learning, which is a century old, and contains
a priceless library, and is as sacred to Chinese as probably Mecca is to Musulmans.

All this tradition had no weight with the Imperial troops, who even fired the library in
order to enter the British Legation to massacre women, children and native Christians.

This made it absolutely necessary that they should be driven out. The fire was got
under [control], and a portion of the Hanlin was occupied by the defending force."

The Graphic, October 13, 1900
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“The Siege of the Peking Legation:
the Arrival of the Head of the Relief Column.

All the buildings near the Legation bear witness to the severity of the fire of the
Chinese. In the houses adjoining the Legation, several tiers of loopholes had been
pierced, and through these a continuous fire was poured during the siege. Three

thousand shells were fired by the Chinese. Fortunately, most of them were fired too
high and the aim was wild. The meeting of the besieged with the relieving troops gave
rise to a scene of wild enthusiasm, men and women cheering and shaking hands with

officers, soldiers, and camp followers—with anyone, in fact, who came along. The first
to arrive of the relieving column were Major Scott and four men of the 1st Sikhs.” 

The Graphic, October 13, 1900
Artists: W. Hatherell, R.I., & Frank Craig,

from a sketch by Captain F. G. Poole
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