




 

Ouchterlony’s rendering of the battle at Chinkiang focuses on the strong Chinese
resistance, but fails to convey the horrors experienced within the besieged city.

From The Chinese War (1844), p. 392
[ou_392a_chin]

 

 

“British Troops Capture Chin-Keang-Foo”

The Battle of Chinkiang, which took place on a scorching day in mid July, 1842, saw
more British casualties than usual. The naval surgeon Edward Cree wrote in his

journal that “Our loss in killed is estimated at 200, but I never knew of so many deaths
from sunstroke in one day. The enemy’s loss is reckoned at 2,000 out of 5,000 said to

have been engaged.” More official reports put the British combat casualties at 38
killed and 126 wounded. As always, the real number of dead on the Chinese side could

only be guessed at.
Wikimedia Commons

[1842_July1_ChinKeangFoo_wp]

 



 

Dr. Edward Cree’s unpublished eyewitness watercolor captures the horrors the victors
encountered upon entering Chinkiang. Fires raged, corpses of soldiers lay in the street,

and—most horrible of all—as in Chapu two months earlier, bannermen had killed
themselves and their families en masse rather than face the rape, plunder, and disgrace

of surrender.
National Maritime Museum

[cree_104_Chinkiangfoo_dead]

 

 

“Nanking from the South-East”

Once the British forces had established themselves outside the walls of Nanking, Qing
officials finally acknowledged that they had no choice but to give in to such irresistible

gunboat diplomacy.

From The Chinese War (1844), p. 453
[ou_452a_Nanking]
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With the fall of Chinkiang, the way to Nanking now lay open. By early August, the
British forces were within firing range of the celebrated walls of the great city, and Qing
officials finally realized the foreigners were in position to cut off all vital commerce
between south China and the north. The Yangtze region was “like a throat, at which the
whole situation of the country is determined,” Yilibu, the viceroy of Nanking, observed.
The enemy, he went on, had already cut off the transportation of salt and grain, and
impeded the movement of merchants and travelers. “That is not a disease like the
ringworm,” he continued, carried away by his anatomical metaphors, “but a trouble in
our heart and stomach.”

 

On viewing images of a potentially disturbing nature: click here.

Massachusetts Institute of Technology © 2010 Visualizing Cultures  Creative Commons License  

 

64



 

THE FIRST UNEQUAL TREATY

Under the Treaty of Nanking, signed on August 29, 1842, China agreed to open the five
ports requested (Canton, Amoy, Foochow, Ningpo, and Shanghai), pay an indemnity of
20 million silver dollars, abolish the Cohong monopoly that hitherto had controlled trade
in and through Canton, and adhere to a fixed schedule of customs duties. Additionally,
the British were granted the right to occupy Hong Kong in perpetuity; this was their sole
outright territorial acquisition.

 

 

“The Signing and Sealing of the Treaty of Nanking in the
State Cabin of H. M. S. Cornwallis, 29th August, 1842” (detail)

Painted by Capt. John Platt

This famous 1846 engraving commemorates the signing of the first of the unequal
treaties in August 1842. In the West, this was widely heralded as a triumph of

commerce, international law, and “civilization.”
Anne S. K. Brown Military Collection, Brown University Library

[1846_TreatyNanking_Brown]
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Bilingual pages in the Treaty of Nanking

Anne S. K. Brown Military Collection, Brown University Library
[1842_TreatyNanking]

 

 

“Chinese Tribute Money Entering the Mint”
Illustrated London News, November 12, 1842

Among other costly and humiliating conditions inflicted on the losing side in the
first Opium War, the Chinese were forced to pay a huge indemnity of 20 million silver
dollars to the victors. 12 million of this sum was for covering British war costs; three

million was for covering debts to English merchants; and five million was
compensation for the opium stocks Commissioner Lin had destroyed in 1839.

[iln_1842_174_tribute_012_c]
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In 1843, the London publication Saturday Magazine ran a series of feature articles on
the treaty ports opened under the Treaty of Nanking, plus England’s one outright
territorial acquisition  Hong Kong. From left to right, top to bottom, the graphics

feature Amoy, Foochow, Shanghai, Hong Kong, Canton, and Whampoa (at Canton).
The Ningpo treaty port is not shown.

g_3467-001_Amoy  g_3467-003_FooChooFoo  g_3467-007_Shanghai
g_3467-009_Canton  g_3467-011_HongKong  g_3467-013_Whampoa

 

 

During the 19th century the treaty ports became the largest commercial centers in
China, with Shanghai and Hong Kong leading the way. At the time the Treaty of Nanking
was concluded, however, the acquisition of Hong Kong disappointed many British
commentators. One of them, Julia Corner, wrote:

A fatal and most costly mistake was made by those who managed the war
and the treaty, in retaining the wretched, pestiferous island of Hong Kong,
and giving up the beautiful and salubrious island of Cimsan [Chusan]....
Hong Kong... is an unproductive, mountainous, lumpish isle... separated
from the mainland of China only by a very narrow strait.... This proximity
allows the pirates and other plunderers of the main to cross over to the isle
by night, and there commit their depredations and atrocities.... The
mortality of our troops has been as one in three and a half. The diseases
are endemic fevers, diarrhea, dysentery, and pulmonic complaints.... The
population [of Canton] is perverse, presumptuous, turbulent, and altogether
the most indocile and the worst people in China.

From these unpromising beginnings, Hong Kong rose to become the dominant
commercial city in China.
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Despite such minor complaints, the first Opium War was widely regarded in England as
a great triumph, both for the nation and for Western notions of commercial and
technological progress more generally. A good sense of this is conveyed in the gold
medal the government struck commemorating “The Triumph of the British Arms, 1842.”
A profile of Queen Victoria, her hair decorated with roses and other flowers, graces the
front of the medal. The reverse side is given to celebration. Here the detailed relief
depicts four British officers, one holding the Royal Standard, facing four mandarin
officials. The two representatives in the center of the scene hold a scroll of the treaty
between them. The figure of Peace looks down upon them while the angel of Victory
flies above, blowing a trumpet. A pagoda stands behind the Chinese officials, symbolic
of traditional China. Visible behind England’s military representatives is a ship with
furled sails.

“The Triumph of the British Arms, 1842”

The British government struck this
commemorative gold medal in celebration of

the conclusion of the first Opium War. The
profile on the front of the medal is

Queen Victoria.
National Maritime Museum
[1842_MEC1104_nmm]

 

In 1844, the United States and France rode on England’s triumph to negotiate their own
treaties with the Qing government, effectively internationalizing and consolidating the
basis of what became known as the “unequal treaty” system. These treaties, together
with England’s, began the inexorable process of pressuring China to allow foreigners,
including missionaries, traders, doctors, and travelers, to move into the interior.

Three treaty provisions in particular constituted the core of this inequitable system:
“extraterritoriality” (exemption of the foreigners from Chinese law); “most favored
nation” privileges (guaranteeing each nation the same rights other foreigners might be
able to extract in the future); and the legal basis for imposing what turned out to be a
generally low “fixed tariff” on China (which prevented China from protecting native
industries that might become threatened by foreign imports).

There were, of course, no commemorative medals or official celebrations on the Chinese
side. On the contrary, in the words of historian Immanuel C. Y. Hsü, the Opium War and
Treaty of Nanking “introduced a century of humiliation for the Chinese people.”
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The war and the 1842 treaty that ended it also, as it turned out, left unresolved the
fundamental issue that had triggered hostilities in the first place. Apart from stipulating
that of the huge indemnity China agreed to pay, one part (six million silver dollars) was
compensation for the opium Commissioner Lin had destroyed, the opium trade itself
went unmentioned.

It did not go away. In 1856, fourteen years after the Treaty of Nanking, China and
England (together with France) embarked on a second Opium War.
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WAR STORIES

The following first-hand—or close to first-hand—accounts of the first Opium War
appeared during or immediately after the war and are, with a few exceptions, available
online:

John Ouchterlony
The Chinese War: an Account of all the Operations of the British Forces from the
Commencement to the Treaty of Nanking (Saunders and Otley, London, 1844).

 

 
This is perhaps the single most interesting first-hand account available online,
enhanced by inclusion of 53 woodcut illustrations—many of which have been

reproduced in this Visualizing Cultures unit.
 

 Keith Stewart Mackenzie
Narrative of the Second Campaign in China (Richard Bentley, London, 1842)
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John Elliot Bingham
Narrative of the Expedition to China, from the Commencement of the War to its
Termination in 1842, with Sketches of the Manners and Customs of that Singular and
Hitherto Almost Unknown Country (Henry Colburn, London, 1843)

 

 
Edward Belcher
Narrative of a Voyage Round the World, Performed in Her Majesty’s Ship Sulphur,
During the Years 1836-1842, Including Details of the Naval Operations in China, from
Dec. 1840, to Nov. 1841, vol. II (Henry Colburn, London, 1843)
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Robert Montgomery Martin
China; Political, Commercial, and Social; in an official Report to Her Majesty’s
Government, 2 vol. (James Madden, London, 1847)

 
Samuel Wells Williams
The Middle Kingdom: A Survey of the Geography, Government, Education, Social Life,
Arts, Religion, &c. of the Chinese Empire and Its Inhabitants, 2 vol. (Wiley & Putnam,
1848). See chapters 22 and 23 in volume 2 (pp. 468-604) on the first Opium War.

 

 

Williams, a missionary who went to China in 1833 and became adept in the language,
was not in China when the war took place but was nonetheless very knowledgeable

about it. This first edition of his voluminous text was published just six years after the
Treaty of Nanking.
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Alexander Murray
Doings in China, being the Personal Narrative of an Officer Engaged in the Late Chinese
Expedition, from the Recapture of Chusan in 1841, to the Peace of Nankin in 1842
(Richard Bentley, London, 1843)

 
Duncan McPherson, M.D.
The War in China. Narrative of the Chinese Expedition from its Formation in April, 1840,
to the Treaty of Peace in August, 1842, 3rd edition (Saunders and Otley, London, 1843)
M.D., Madras Army

 

 
The first edition of this book, also accessible online, was published in 1842 under the

title Two Years in China.  
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Edward Hodges Cree
The Cree Journals: The Voyages of Edward H. Cree, Surgeon R.N., as Related in His
Private Journals, 1837-1856, edited and with and Introduction by Michael Levien
(Nelson Canada Limited, 1981).

 
This publication was reissued in 1982 under the main title Naval Surgeon, and is not

accessible in full online. The hard copy includes extensive color reproductions of
Cree’s watercolor sketches.

 

 
William Dallas Bernard, Sir William Hutcheson Hall
Narrative of the Voyages and Services of The Nemesis, from 1840 to 1843...from the
notes of Commander W.H. Hall, R.N. with Personal Observations by W.D. Bernard, in
Two Volumes (Henry Colburn, London, 1844).
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The Chinese Repository, Volume VIII, from May, 1839 to April 1840
(Canton, Printed for the Proprietors, 1840) (one volume of many)

 
This publication, published from 1832 through 1851, provides an intimate view of

Protestant missionary perceptions of developments in China.  
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SOURCES | CREDITS

In addition to the first-hand accounts presented under “War Stories” in this Visualizing
Cultures unit, see the following basic sources.

Older Secondary Sources (Online)

William Laird Clowes, The Royal Navy: A History from the Earliest Times to the Death of
Queen Victoria (Sampson Low, Marston and Company, 1901), vol. 6, pp. 279-304.
(complete view on Google Books)
This is a partisan, patriotic account—but very useful on the battles as they unfolded.
Some of the military information in this Visualizing Cultures unit derives from this
source.

Hosea Ballou Morse, The International Relations of the Chinese Empire (Longmans,
Green, and Co., London, NY, Bombay, Calcutta, 1910), vol. 1, The Period of Conflict,
1834-1860, chapters 1 through 13.
(complete view on Google Books)

Recent Secondary Sources (Online)

Korea in the Eye of the Tiger at the Korean History Project website at
http://www.koreanhistoryproject.org/index.htm
Chapters 17, 18, and 19 of this unannotated narrative account address the first
Opium War in a readable way that may be particularly appealing to teachers and
students.

Hsin-pao Chang, Commissioner Lin and the Opium War (Harvard University Press,
1964). (preview)

W. Travis Hanes and Frank Sanello, The Opium Wars: The Addiction of One Empire and
the Corruption of Another (Sourcebooks, Inc., 2002). (preview)

Frederic E. Wakeman’s often cited analysis of the Sanyuanli incident in his book
Strangers at the Gate: Social Disorder in South China, 1839-1861. (view)

Susanna Hoe, Derek Roebuck, The Taking of Hong Kong: Charles and Clara Elliot in
China Waters (Hong Kong University Press, 1999, 2009). (preview)

Basic Textbook & Scholarly Accounts

The following sources are not online, but provide solid textbook accounts of the first
Opium War:

Immanuel C. Y. Hsü, The Rise of Modern China (Oxford University Press, 1970),
ch. 8

Jonathan Spence, The Search for Modern China (Norton, 1999), pp. 147-64.

Jonathan Spence, “Opium,” Chinese Roundabout (Norton, 2003), pp. 228-56, 372-82.

John K. Fairbank, Edwin O. Reischauer & Albert M. Craig, East Asia: Tradition and
Transformation (Houghton Mifflin, 1978), pp. 448-61.
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The following monographs address various aspects of the first Opium War in detail:

Peter Ward Fay, The Opium War, 1840-1842: Barbarians in the Celestial Empire
(University of North Carolina Press, 1998)

Arthur Waley, The Opium War through Chinese Eyes (Stanford University Press, 1963)

Jessie Gregory Lutz, Opening China: Karl F. A. Gützlaff and Sino-Western Relations,
1827-1852 (William B. Erdsman Publishing, 2008)

Jack Beeching, The Chinese Opium Wars (Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, NY and London,
1975)

Wikipedia Sites for the First Opium War

A number of sites on Wikipedia provide useful information about the first Opium War,
along with graphics and helpful crosslinks. The topical list that follows here focuses on
battles, is roughly chronological, and is not exhaustive. Wikipedia also contains entries
on individuals involved in the first Opium War (Lin Zexu, Charles Elliot et al.), as well as
a (very disorderly) assemblage of images accessible through the “Images” click-on or
through Wikimedia.

“First Opium War”
“Battles of the First Opium War”
“Battle of Kowloon”
“Battle of Chuenpee”
“Capture of Chusan”
“Battle of the Barrier”
“Second Battle of Chuenpee”
“Convention of Chuenpee”
“Battle of the Bogue”
“Battle of First Bar”
“Battle of Whampoa”
“Battle of Canton”
“Battle of Chinkiang”

Links to Sources in Google Books Pertinent to Aspects of the First Opium War

Excerpts from Blair B. Kling, “Partner in Empire: Dwarkanath Tagore and the age of
enterprise in eastern India,” (University of California Press, Berkeley and Los Angeles,
London, 1976), esp. a description of the Waterwitch, 90-1. (view)

Article from Abel Stevens, editor, “The National Magazine, devoted to Literature, Art,
and Religion, Volume 5, July to December, 1854,” (Carlton & Phillips, NY, 1854), esp.
“The Opium Trade in the East,” 335-41. (view)

1882 publication The Truth about Opium Smoking, which reproduces Sherwill’s Patna
graphics on pages 112-17. (view)

Julia Corner, China: Pictorial, Descriptive, and Historical (Henry G. Bohn, London, 1853),
esp. “Reduction of Amoy” 251-2. (view)

Excerpts from Hunt Janin, “The India-China Opium Trade in the Nineteenth Century,”
(McFarland & Company, Jefferson, NC, 1999) esp. “Chinese Ships: ‘Centipedes’ and
Government War Junks,” 94-5. (view)

Excerpts from “Wrecks on the New South Wales Coast,” Jack Kenneth Loney, (Lonestone
Press, 1993 and 2001, Victoria, Australia), esp. “Ly-ee-moon,” 88. (view)

Karl Friedrich August Gützlaff, A Sketch of Chinese History: Ancient and Modern (John P.
Haven, New York, 1834). (view) Alternate online version (view)

Excerpts from Jessie Gregory Lutz, “Opening China: Karl F.A. Gützlaff and Sino-Western
relations, 1827-1852,” (Wm. B. Eerdmans, Grand Rapids, Michigan/Cambridge, U.K.,
2008), esp: “Gützlaff’s Coastal Journeys: Opium Ships,” “Gützlaff and the Prosecution of
the Opium War, 1840-1842.” (view) 77



“The Chinese Emperor, Mien-Ning,” The Illustrated Magazine of Art, vol. 1 (New York,
1853), 271-72. (view)

Excerpts from James M. Polachek, The Inner Opium War (Council on East Asian Studies,
Harvard, 1992), esp. “Lin Tse-Hsu and the Anti-Opium Campaign,” 141. (view)

Yangwen Zheng, The Social Life of Opium in China, (Cambridge University Press, 2005),
esp. map: “The Opium Trade in China, 1833-1839,” 71. (view)

Ssu-yu Teng & John K. Fairbank, China’s Response to the West (Harvard College, 1954,
1979, 1982), esp. “Commissioner Lin’s Program for Meeting the British Aggression.”
(view)

A discussion of the parliamentary debates in W. Travis Hanes and Frank Sanello, The
Opium Wars: The Addiction of One Empire and the Corruption of Another (Sourcebooks,
Napier, IL, 1992). (view)
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