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We traveled very slowly towards home
K much slower than a snail's pace...
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(30) The other idea was for him to walk on the
backs of his heels with me supporting him from
behind. By traveling in these two ways
alternatively, we traveled very slowly towards home
much slower than a snail's pace. It now comes as
a surprise that | could think of such ideas.
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I happened to turn around, and there were my
granduncle and grandaunt approaching...
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(31) Walking in that unique way exhausted us, so
we rested by the roadside. | happened to turn
around, and there were my granduncle and
grandaunt approaching. | was overjoyed to see
them and called out at the top of my voice. They
were very surprised. They never expected to find
me in such a place. They were on their way
home from the country where they had been
attending a memorial service for their relatives.
We were extremely lucky they happened to come
by.
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Without their help, I'm sure we would
b have died along the way...
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R I finally reached home on a stretcher...
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After I got home, my mother cut off
my clothes with scissors...

Z THIT
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(34) After | got home, my mother cut off my clothes
with scissors to undress me without the pain |
would have experienced if my clothes had brushed
against my hands and legs where red flesh was
exposed. She dressed me in a new yukata, a light
cotton kimono. | later heard that my friend Hatta
had died from acute radiation poisoning on August
8th—two days after the bombing.

———
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With the city virtually destroyed, we had no
\ doctors, nurses, medicines, or food...
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(35) For one and a half years | received treatment
for my burns. Fortunately, one of our
acquaintances was a doctor and he visited my
house twice a day—morning and evening. This
doctor, however, was an “ENT” doctor—ear, nose,
and throat. Such doctors did not normally treat
burns—that would be a surgeon or dermatologist.
However, we couldn't ask for more because, with
the city virtually destroyed, we had no doctors,
nurses, medicines, or food available to us. It is
estimated that about 300 doctors and 1,800 nurses
were in Hiroshima City before the atomic bombing.
More than 70 percent were killed by the bombing. |
was very lucky to receive treatment from a doctor,
regardless of his specialty, because a great
number of victims never got any treatment. In this
way, | managed to survive—I| was extremely
fortunate.

However, treatment was a painful ordeal. The
burns were covered with gauze bandages smeared
with medicine. Each day, the doctor came to
remove the bandages. Since the summer heat
completely dried the gauze, it stuck to the wound. |
couldn't stand the extreme pain | felt when it was
pulled off. Blood and pus spouted from the affected
area. | clearly remember wailing, “Ow! Ow! It hurts!
Stop!” My grandfather washed the blood and pus
from the gauze just removed, sterilized it in boiling
water, dried it, and used it the next day. No better
treatment was available in postwar Japan due to
the scarcity of goods.
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I sometimes wonder why I have to continue
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(36) Although | have survived, since 1971 | have
suffered from chronic hepatitis thought to have
been caused by radiation. | have been hospitalized
14 times, and currently | receive injections three or
four times a week. | suffer from many diseases. |
now receive every kind of treatment except those
related to obstetrics, gynecology, pediatrics, and
psychiatry. Every day I'm anxious and painfully
aware of my difficulties and the pains involved with
living. In despair, | sometimes wonder why | have
to continue to live while suffering this much.
Whenever | yield to despair, however, | encourage
myself by saying that | managed to survive the
bombing so | should continue to live. This is how |
have lived thus far.
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