










Manchuria

Two of the prints protest against Russian military conscription in Manchuria and
celebrate a Chinese military victory in Heilongjiang.

Forced recruitment in Siberia

In the first print Russian army officers drag young men away as recruits, while the
women in their families cry in despair. The caption denounces the tragic loss of
Chinese civilians for military service.

 

俄人西卑里亞抽丁圖 
“Forced Recruitment in Siberia”

按俄人偕保公使之名, 晴襲我奉天。卒帥径遭困, 抽民為兵, 通國皆怨噫,
黷武窮兵, 故無益哉。

“Using the pretext of [actions by] Emissary Bao, the Russians carried out a sudden
attack on our southern Manchurian district of Fengtian. They finally encountered

problems, and their civilians were pressed into the army. The whole country was filled
with enmity. It is of no benefit to be militaristic and bellicose, or to exhaust people

with the burden of supporting the military.”

Image, left: 總理衙門
“The Yamen of Foreign Affairs”

Image, right: 長橋
“Long Bridge” 
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Cannons Pummeling a Russian Warship in Heilongjiang, Manchuria 

This print shows Chinese troops successfully repelling attacks by Russian steamships
in Heilongjiang. It claims that two Russian ships were sunk by Chinese cannon fire.
The print may reflect news of Chinese bombardment of the Russian town of
Blagoveshchensk on the Amur in June 1900. But in fact, the Russians responded to
Chinese attacks by occupying all of Manchuria by September 1900.
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黑龍江砲擊俄艦圖
“Cannons Pummeling a Russian Warship in Heilongjiang, Manchuria”

六月十八日, 有俄國兵船四艘在黑龍江一帶窺伺, 意存尀測。
經壽軍帥洞悉其奸, 出与為敵。俄軍大敗, 并以巨砲擊沉俄艦二艘云。 

“On the 18th of the 6th month there were four Russian warships lying in wait
somewhere in Heilongjiang, harboring unpredictable intentions. Commander Shou
thoroughly understood their treachery, and went out and engaged them in fighting.
The Russian army suffered a great defeat while being pummeled by a huge cannon,

which sank two of the Russian warships.” 

Image, left: 俄軍木艦兵船；俄國兵船；黑龍江（山）探船；黑龍江外水軍探勇；
華兵開砲

“The Russian army’s wooden warships; A Russian warship;
Spy boat in Heilongjiang; A navy spy on the Heilongjiang; Chinese people setting off

a cannon“

Image, right: 虛營疑兵；俄國兵船；擊沉俄艦；壽帥督陣；前哨探船
“A decoy force at an empty encampment; Russian naval ships; Sinking Russian boats;

Commander Shou commanding on the battlefield;
A frontier sentry boat” 
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